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St. Marim-Ludgate, 


| 1 F This Farewel-Diſcourſe may be thought to be 
7 


2 


of uſe, and to do Good amongſt any of my 


* - 


ends ; I gladly take this . Opportunity of grati- 
hing your Requeſts , by leaving if "with you in 
Print; deſiring to be remember d by it, with 
that kind Efteem I haue always receiv'd from 
you e And that it may recall to your Minde 
many Sermons, which I baue preach'd upon the © 
fame Subjefs, that are here only hinted ac. 
The Compaſi of one Diſcourſe from the Pa, 
could not contain all the neceſſary Doctrine: and © 
Duties, which I have preach'd to you in the Courſe 
of my Miniſtry. I have here ſpoken to ſeveral, 
which ¶ judg'd moſt. needful to leave imprinted on 
their Minds, n A 
One thing indeed, thro the ſbortneſs of the time if 
allotted to me, I perceive to be omitted; which is © 
the qdmaniſning you againſt Immorality and Pro- 
phaneneſs. But conſidering that this was generally | 
| my Subject on every Lg Dar, when the A of | 
| WW Ef, : rid Tels» B19. , 0 Parli ment. 
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WS, Per liament was conſtantly read in our Church 3 and 
= bu that my earneſteſt Exbortations to them who hoe 
/ Dffice in tbe Pariſh, roere never wanting, for their 
1 Y 1 putting that Law in Execution; there warn the eſs 
need of my ſpeaking here to this Point. And there 
zs, I bleſs God, 4 better Reaſon, in that ther- 
mare but Ls (none I bope of any Rant) amongf 
F you, who do diſtinguiſb * by theſe ſcan. 
+ dalous Sint. 

And when all is done, 4 true Faith, and con- 
tant Perſeverance in the Worſhip v God in our 
 Eftabliſhed Church for whith pou of this Pariſh bave 
” more Opportunities than moſt ot bers) are the ſureſt 

” Foundation of an Hol 4 Life, and the 25 of: Sara 
9, Impiety. 

As therefore I have ality 5 nale 292 Dots Grimes 

and Duties, which do.beſt Aa t chi: End, the 

os Subject of my abs; Sermons, fo T ; d 

.to v7 them tecommen ed to you, zu t bat which was 

5 nm LAST; That ſo You And I may receive 

1 End of our aith, Which is the Salvation of 

bur Souls. | Tou, by py you | knowing „And dbing; and 

3 5. 17 my. baving fait fully declared unto Jou, "thoſe 

which are moſt neceſſary. to obtain it. Fit 
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Whoſo is Wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe Thing. 
even they ſhall underſtand the Loving Kindneſs. 
of the Lord, © N e 


\ 


Heſe Words are a Concluſion drawn from 
a great Variety of Inſtances throughout 
this Pſalm, whereby the Redeemed of 
the Lord, are. exhorted to praiſe him, 
from the Obſervations of his manifold, Proyiden- 
ces, which are viſible to every one, that will but 
obſerve as a Rational Creature ought ; and were 
more eſpecially evident to the ewe. Such were 
his Mercies and Preſervation to them, in their 
wandring in the Wilderneſs, hungry and thirſty, 
and their Soul fainting in them. Such was his 
Deliverance and Redemption to them from their 
Captivity, when they ſat in Darkneſs, and in the 
Shadow of Death; being bound in Affliction and 
Iron. Such is his Fatherly Goodneſs in the State 
of Sickneſs 5 when our Soul abhorreth all manner 
N and we draw near to the Gates of 
8 22 22 8 


Moſt of us I believe, have had our Tryals in ſome 
| Inſtances or other, of Danger and Affliction; and all 
of us are obnoxious to them every Day of our Lives, 
The Fews, which were delivered from their Cala— 
mities here rehears'd, are called the Redeemed of 

the Lord For in de Concluſion of every one 
of them, it is noted of them, that they cried unto 
the Lord in their Trouble, and he deliver'd them out 
of their Diſtreſſes. They cryed unto the Lord; 
for who, beſides this. Preſerver of Men could de- 
liver them? And He did deliver them; becauſe 
His Mercy and Goodneſs (as well as His Power) 
is infinite. ; 5 
Now this Experience of God's Mercy, (one 
wou'd think) ſhould be always in our Minds, and 
ever before our Eyes; but alas! We are forgetful of 
our greateſt Good. Tis therefore with an unuſual 
Patheticalneſs repeated by the Pſalmiſt, at the End 
of every one of theſe Deliverances (a ſtanding 
Reproof to us, if we ſhall neglect and forget God 
our Deliverer,) ob that Men would praiſe the Lord 


for his Gooaneſs, and for bis wonderful Works te 


the Children of Men | * 
Were I to exhort you, (my Beloved 8 wo! 
in theſe laſt Words, which I am this Day to ſpea 


unto you, as your Miniſter in Jeſus Chriſt, with 
Relation only to the Bleſſings and Mercies of this 


prefent Life, it ſnould be in theſe Words of my 
Text, (with which the Pſalmiſt concludes all his 


Obſervations of Gods manifold Providences, Pro- 
tection and Deli verances) Whoſo is Wiſe, will pon- 


Aer theſe Things, and they (hall underſtand the Lo- 
ving Kinaneſs of the Lord. But they that are _ 
way a 59 BÞe 1 0 g WI C, 


- , = 
- « * 
— p 4 . 
4 * 
—- = 4 * 1 . * 
2 0 . 4 1 - I * 
a % 1 290 » — — * 1 
p F 3 
5 n Ac = je „ i _- M0 1 
- : „ Sz * 9 e n 
LA 1 2 . . ” mY + K o 7 - _ pd 
_ 


* 
a 1 9 * 
. o 
a 3 4 +. 
” 9 8 aye - U : 
. 2 C8 
T 
—_— 
: I : 


9 + IF w * W * hk _ 
CI , v.% * > . n _ _— 2» » af a | 
** 1 „ Fg , * 9 7 VIP EQ ws i." * = [7 


N 4 
"7 \ * * 8 7 4 g [ 
y ; : 10 : >. - . 127 * * 72 * — + © * i 
' F N ES: 2.1 2 7 3 > LI | 
* 1 . ** "uu" I 
- A 0 = = ; * P% | 2 
2 3 =. 
* ©, * , 
2 
* 8 — 
— 4 \ 
by 4 


* 


„ 


Wiſe, will negle&; forget, and not obſerve wer 


ne And theſe are the Fooliſh Men, which the Plalm | 
al gays, v. 17. ſpall be plagued for their Offence, and 
es. ¶ becauſe of their Wickedneſs, 33 
. But becauſe I propoſe now to inſiſt chiefly on 
of thoſe things, which do more immediately relate to 
ne your Spiritual Welfare, and your Eternal Happi- 
to ness after this Life; 1 will do it in the ſame man- 
ut FF ner, that the Pſalwiſt here uſeth about Temporal 
; Bleſſings ; by calling to your Remembrance ſome 
5 things of the greateſt Conſequence that are paſt, ff 
e and have made up no. inconſiderable Part of my - 
r) Miniſtry, during the ſpace of very near Twenty _ Ml 
Three Years, wherein by the Grace of God, I Ss 
I have preached the Goſpel amongſt you. 1 
For I am not now to ſpeak unto you any new 
of thing, I have frequently preach'd over again the 1 
ame Sermons, in the courſe of my Miniſtry, with = 
d ome little Additions in confirmation to my ſelf, 
chat the Doctrines deliver'd in them, were true © 


5 and laſting, and never to be changed; and with _ 
Bf Regard to you, as knowing the Neceſſity of their 
being frequently inculcated. | 2M 


We do not therefore (as the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cr. 
0 VI. I.) begin again to commend ours; or the Effects f, 
b Na Miniſtry unto yon; nor to lay again the Founda- 
ion of Repentance from De d Works ;, and of Faith 
ward God, Heb, VI. 1. This Work hath been | 
Y- If formerly done, frequently repeated, and I truſt, -, 8 
* effectually perform'd. If i hath not, tis too late * 
for me now to begin, or for you to learn: My © 
Preaching hitherto hath been in vain, and fo hath 
your Faith alſo been in vains* They that have not 1 
3% a Ag 2406 treaſur'd . 
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Good Seed (fo often and long ſowed by me,) into 


bopeſt and good Hearts, I can have have but very 
lender Hopes of them, that they ſhould now 


do it. 


333 4 


But, as the Dying Man, who thro' the courſe of 


His whole Life, hath been an Example of Virtue 


and Juſtice, and true undefiled Religion; and a 
conſtant Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and of all that 
1s good, to his deareſt Friends and Relations; finds 
it neceſſary, ſti]! to perſiſt in that Duty, even to 
his lateſt Breath ; and then. eſpecially to ſummon 
pp all his Strength, that he may add the greater 

orce to his former Precepts, in thoſe things, 
whereon he conceives their chiefeſt Good to de- 
pend ; that at leaſt, his laſt Words, (as I have 


i * 


ey admoniſh'd you to do, on your Death 


Beds) may make a more laſting Impreſſion upon 
- thoſe who ſhall hear them; ſo give me leave, to 
ge in ſhort ſome of thoſe Duties, which have 
been the frequent Subjects of many Sermons, and 


wherein *ris my Judgment, that your Eternal 
Happineſs is chiefly concern'd, | 


And this indeed, hath been very much upon my 


Mind, in thoſe late Sermons which I have here 
Pets, ever ſince I had the near Proſpect of 
eing removed from you. As particularly of the 
udgments of God, upon daring impenitent Sin- 
pore on occafion of the dreadful Fire of London: 


pray God to avert thoſe, which do now threa- 


ten us, in other kinds of Vials of his Wrath ! 80 


likewiſe, the inevitable Danger of a Death Bed 
Repentance 5 too: much ſhall I fay relyed upon, ot 
3 8 * 4 TI. Os. bs ES hs 3 5 LH rather 
| | i 
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| r:ther the only miſerable Refuge, leſt to Ineonſi. 
derate Men? In my Sermon the laſt Lords > 
Day, Iſhewedyou the ſureſt and only way, of obtar +2 
E 


ning God's Bleſſing upon your ſelves and.your Fa- 
milies, in your Dealings in this World. And 


to you out of Scripture, the Neceſſity and Mea- 


gard to our duriful Subjection to his preſent Majeſty, 
Add to theſe thoſe Duties and Doctrines, 


niſtry, I have with great Frequency and _ t- 
neſs inculcated ; and I truſt, that I may with 3 
good Conſcience ſay with St. Paul, Ads 20. 26, 
I take you to record this Day, that I am pure from 
the Blood of all Men. For I have not ſbun d tq 
declare to you all the Counſel of God, © © 


you in ſhort ſome of thoſe things, wherein 1 have 


in which your own Eternal Wellfare, (and th 


concern'd. 
And this ſhall be 5 To Chriſtian Do&rines, 
with Reſpect. To Religious Duties. 
As to both of which, I take this Opportunity 
to declare before Almighty God, and this Congre- 
gation; that upon the ſtricteſt Enquiry into my 
own Heart, and the Review of thoſe Sermons, 
which . faid before, I have more than once 
preached amongſt” you,) I do not find any thing 


on the Day before the King's Entry, I proved 


ſures of your Obedience to our Governors, with Re- 


Bur, (as I have ſaid,) that I may recapitulate to f 
chiefly laid the main Streſs of all my Preaching; 85 


Account which I muſt render to Jeſus Chriſt, the _ 
Great Shepherd of Squls,) is more immediately ' 


. 


In the leaſt erroneous or contrary to the Word k i 
E „ dof 8 5 „ God, Fo 
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Boa, or not warranted by it. May God in his 


Grace, ſupport me in the Confeſſion of that Holy 


copltantly preach'd amongſt you! Judge me he will 


according, to my Sincerity in preaching it. May 


God in his infinite Mercies through Jeſus Chriſt, 


pardon me my own Failures, in thoſe things 
- Which I have inſtructed you and my felf in! But 


I am fully perſwaded in my Conſcience, (and ] 


rely upon his Holy Word for the Direction of it) 
that no one ſhall ever miſcarry in his Salvation, 


from his believing any Doctrine, that I have from 
this Place ſet forth, or performing any Religious 


| 1 . as neceſſary to it. If he doth, be the Loſs of 
nis Soul, upon my own Head! 


I I will deſcend to ſome Particulars, whereby 
you your ſelves may the better judge of this Al- 


1. I have never faild with all Freedotir and 
Plainneſs, to declare upto you my Judgment, of 
any Heretical Errors, which I thought of Danger 
to our Common Salvation; according to the time 
of their Exaltation, when they ſeem'd to threaten 


moſt Danger. By which Rule, I have (in its Seaſon) 


inſiſted much upon the Idolatry and Superſtition 
of the Church of Rome. I have always declar'd 
againſt Perſecution in the Cauſe of Religion, whe- 
ther it come from Papiſts, or from Proteſtants, 
I have proved from the Word of God, the great 
Sin of Schiſin, in our own Separatiſts; and the 
Iniquity of that once prevaling Cuſtom amongſt 
ſome, of receiving the moſt Holy Sacrament of 


+ the Lord's Supper, occaſionally only, and qut of 
25 r | + To CA | ſecular 


JS 


r U r a 


(95 


ſecular Regards. I have ſhewed you the wild Er- 


rors of Enthuſiaſts; and of thoſe; more eſpecially; . 
who deny the Lord who bought them, and do 
not only diſuſe, but treat with Contempt the 


bleſſed Sacraments, inſtituted by our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in his Holy Church. At 


the time, when thoſe fiery falſe Prophets of late 
ſet up themſelves, by denouncing God's heavieſt 


ſudgments- upon this City, and utter Deſtruction 
to all, that would not follow them; I ſhew'd their 


Deluſions, and (without the Spirit of Prophecy 3 


afily and readily foretold, that the Vanity an 


great Impiety of their monſtrous Predictions (and 


moſt impudent Pretenſions to greater Miracles, 


than ever our Saviour perform'd,) ſhould come 


to naught, and evidently prove to all Men, their 


own Falſehood. The greateſt of all Errors; (as 


[ take it to be in the Chriſtiau Faith,) that of 
Antinomianiſm, which of late Tears is too much 
prevailing ; which affirms that Chriſt hath done 
all for us, and that nothing now remains for us, 
s a neceſſary Condition of Salvation, not even Faith 
It ſelf z hath been very much in my Endeavours, 
to diſprove from the Word of God; by expoun- 
ling to you the Covenant of Grace; the great 
Mercies of God, in ſettling our Salvation upon 
noſe Terms, which are revealed in Scripture, 
whereof Jeſus Chriſt is the Mediator and Surety.” 
| have ſhewed you, not only that Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, is a neceſſary Condition of this Covenant; 


but alſo, that according to the Doctrine of the 


Inicles of our Church, (and the Tenor of the 
hole Goſpel,) that that is not a ſaving and 
| lively. 
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lively Faith, which doth not bring forth its Fruits 

of a Works; of true Piety. to God, and Cha- 

_ rity to Man. i Dien 4:(3: noi wa 
It was neceſſary, (in order to preſerve you ſted- 
faſt in the true Faith,) to oppoſe theſe kind of 
Errors, which are deſtructive of it. Not that 1 
took Delight in theſe, or any other Controverſies ( 
whatſoever. It hath always been contrary and 
vexatious to my own Natural Temper, to enter 

into any Diſputes. But it was the Duty of my 1 

Holy Function, by which I was engaged at my 8 

Admiſſion into the Prieſthood, 20 be ready with 

all faithful Diligence, to baniſh and drive away all 

erroneous and ſtrange Doctrines, contrary to God: 

Word. Which I have therefore thus far perform'd; =, 

but not unmindful of the Charity of the Goſpel, Wl j, 

which forbids all railing Accuſation, Nor yet ta- Ir 

king upon me the Power and Authority (which be- 7 

longs to God alone,) of denouncing Eternal Dam- Wl}, 

nation againſt any that difter'd from me in Opi- ll x; 
nion; even in thoſe Points, which nevertheleſs I £,, 

E . judg'd by the Word of God, to be neceſſary to I. 
E: Salvation... l „ / 

2. As to thoſe Doctrinee and Duties, which in WW p, 
Oppoſition to theſe and other like Errors, and in 

Conformity to the Doctrine of the Goſpel, and y 
of. our own eſtabliſhed Church, I have endea- IA 
vour d to prove the Truth of; and to convince WJ 
you of the Neceſſity of your believing one, and I ng 
performing the other. 18 0b . 
1. In general, All the Articles of the Chri- Na 

ſtian Faith, as they are compriz'd in that which Net 
is called the Apoſtles Creed, and in thoſe —— 1 
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larger Expoſitions of it, the Nicene, and that 
nd the Rouen . 
Let it Hot be thought by any of you, indiffe- 
tent to xo Salvation,.. how, or what you do. 
believe. That which God hath revealed, (as I. 


think, I have often ſufficiently prov'd of eviry one 
of theſe Articles, in my courſe of ne and 
a 


Catechiſing, it is our Duty to believe, an 


7 


make a publick Confeſſion of, with our Moüths. 


This Profeſſion. was made in our Names, by our 
Sureties in our Baptiſm. This publick Confeſſion 


i tequired of eV ry one of us, by our Church, When 


eyer we arg aſſetd 170 int the publick Worſhip of God. 
07 this the Apoſtle admoniſheth, Rom. 10. B. The 
word js mob thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy 
heart >. i. e. the word of faith which we preach 
That if thou (balt confeſs with thy mouth the. Lord 
Teſus, and ſhalt believe in thine heart, that. God 
bath yaiſed' bim from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs, 


md with'the mouth confeſſion is made unto ſalba- 


ion. And our bleſſed Saviour faith, Mark 16. 16. 
He that believeth and is baptized, [ball be ſaved, 
but he that believeth not, ſhall be damned. 

[ need ſay no more, to ſhew the abſolute neceſſi- 
ty of your believing whatſoever God hath revealed. 
And if I have prov'd much, and often to you, that 
al theſe Articles are revealed in the Word of God, 
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ceive with all ſtedfaſt Faith in our Hearts, and to 
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nothing doth more nearly concern your eternal Sal- 


ration, your ſtedfaſt belief, and your firmeſt 


Confeſſion of them, agaipſt all Oppoſition, And 


et not, that crafty Atheiſtical cavil, ever ſhake yout 
ö Ne oil 41 8 * L Ins 


Faith, 
Nerd) 


= Faith, that many of thoſe thing 


33 et and Js 
Day of the Reſurrection. 


infinite Value and Extent. If he be only Man, 


Cx 1 

which: we do, 
and are required to believe, are above our Under- 
ſtanding to comprehend. . For ſuch, all God's Works 
and Counſels are, arid, muſt needs be. Whatſoever 
God hath declar'd, we do believe, and no further, 
The thing done, or to be done, we ſtedfaſtly lay 


hold on, becauſe God hath: revealed or promiſed 


it. The manner in which it was done, or ſhall 


hereafter be perform'd, we are ignorant in, and 


may ſafely be ſo; becauſe it is go where revea- 
led. The Incarnation of our Bleſſed Saviour in 


his taking the Manhood into God, we are by 


= this means affur'd of; and fo Iikewiſe of the Re. 
ſiatrection of our own Bodies at the laſt Day; tho 
we hall never comprehend the Incamprehenſible 


= 


e v.08 one * ſhall we know the Pow- 


atiner of God's raifing the Dead, till the 


2. In patticular therefore, 1 have ( amongſt 
others) very much inſiſted upon the Vindication 
of this great Article of the Chriſtian Faith, 
the Divinity of dur bleſſed Saviour and Re- 
deemer Jeſus Chriſt God and Man, againſt them 
who of late Have ſo very much, and ſo boldly 
oppos'd it. For 1 look upon this to be the very 


- 


Foundation of all our Hope and Faith; and that 
the Chriſtian Religion is built upon this Conſeſſion 
in our Articles, that Jeſus Chriſt is of the ſame 
Subſtance, Power and Eternity, with God the 
Father, If He be truly God, He cannot be 
otherwiſe, If He be not God, He cannot ſave ; 
He cantiot forgive Sins ; His Blood cannot be 0 


(though 
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(though the greateſt Prophet that hath, or ſhall 
come into the World,) wherein doth the Chri- 
ſtians Faith, differ from the Mahometabs?s 
Errors and Differences of Opinions in other 
matters, wherein our Salvation 1s. not neceſſarily 
and immediately concern'd, have not been ſo much 


J my thoughts, or the Subject of my Sermons t 
2 5 Thaye more chiefly and frequently infifted 
1 pon thoſe Holy Duties in our Religion, about 
„ich there is none, or hut little Controverſy amongſt 
n Chriſtians; which yet are very much neglected bY 

too many, though it be to the great hazard of thels 
Salvation. Let in the religious and conſtant per- 
9 formance of theſe, Believe me my Beloved Brethren, 
1. | conliſts your belt Preſeryative againſt all manner of 
. Herelies and Etrors; and from thence, do Iſſue, 
ae che Streams of all that good Grace which is to 
build you up in the Lord; which alone can make 
vou true Believers, and Holy in your Loves; and 
ch 6 35 you any manner of Comfort at your 
% To this Purpoſe I have infiſted very much. 5 
ml 1. Upon the Neceſſity of your receiving fre- 
1y | quently the Bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Sups 
per. I have endeavour'd to remove thoſe unreaſo- 
2 nable Scruples, and to diſſipate all thoſe groundlels 
on! Fears, by which, too many are kept from the Holy 


ne | Table. I have often explain'd to you, the true 


he meauing and intent of this bleſſed Sacrament, bob. 
be de its outward and viſible Elements, and allo as to 1 
e: is inward Grace. I have often ſhew'd and expound- 
of | ©. to you, wherein that juſt Preparation doth con- 
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aft, Which ſhall make you worthy Communfcants; 
ro e 2 | that 
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that is, (under an humble Senſe of your great Sins, 
with a fincere Repentance, and unfeigned Reſolution 
to forſake them, and with a true Faith in the Blood 
of Chriſt,) ſuch, as God, ſpall accept, through his 


w-» * 


Hercies in his well-beloved Son. 


have ſpoken, ſo very much, and ſo very often 
upon this Subject, that nothing remains further to 
be fil It hath pleaſed Almighty God, ſo far to 
bleſs my Endeavours, in inforcing this Duty, that 


the Seraments in this Pariſh-Church (in Propor; 
 fion to the bigneſs of it,) are generally; 38 L ha\ 
een told. much fuller than in any other Place. | 
An] Oh! That God 'wou'd now open my Lips, 
and give me that Power in theſe my laſt Words, 
which Lam to utter unto you from this Place, as 
pl ht be of force to enter them into your Hearts! 


» 
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'To prevail with all good 4 ae to be cotiſtant. 


and frequent, in their performance of this, the great- 
_eft of all Religious Duties; and to reach the Hearts 

bf all thoſe, who have not yet been touch'd ! But 
what Hopes alas !, Of. this, Succeſs, from a.few 
Words ng at my departure, with them, who have 
ſtood out obſtinately againſt my Sermons, Expoſi- 
tions, and moſt earneft Exhortations, for ſp many 

Years together]! Nevertheleſs, I ſhall not ceaſe to 
Offer up wy humbleſt Petitions to Almighty God, 
(as? have admoniſhed you to pray for them, whom 
Ye ſhall ſee to go our, of the Church, and to turn 
heir Bitks upon their Crucify'd Saviour, when the 
Holy Sacrament of his Body and Blood is to be 
admimfterd „ that by bs Grice ky” tidy re- 
_ turn to a better Mind, and not negleck ſo great 
Palvarion, FE TREE . $40) 1 CAPS Li-00 Keinen i 
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2. In your Devotions, at the publick Pra ers, 
which are Offer'd up to Almighty God, Iwice 
every Week-day, and Thrice vary Lord's-day, 
in this Church; I have endeavour'd to perſwade 
you (all that I can) to be the better, and to do ſome 
Good to your own Souls, ev'ry time that ye come 
to the Houſe of God, which is the Houſe; of 
Prayer. And that you wou'd make it, truly to be 
ſo, to your ſelves, by. being Serious and Intent at 
your Deyotions; and by uſing that known Poſture 
at your Prayers, of kneeling upon your Knees 3 as 
J have ſhew'd you, our bleſſed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, the Prophets, Patriarchs and Saints of Go 
are recorded to havedone in Holy Scripture.” That 
ſo, when you ſhall come to Examine into the State 
of your Souls, with reſpect to your Hopes of Sal- 
vation, ye may receive ſome Comfort from the 
RefleRions, of your having been often Proſtrate at 
the Throne of” Grace, in Confeſſion and begging 
forgiveneſs of your Sins; and, that, for your, in- 
devotion and careleſneſs in the Service of God, 
even that which ſhould have been a Bleſſing to you 
may not be added to your Iniquities; and that ye 
be not-bound under that heavy Prophetical, Curſe 
of the Pſalmiſt, to have your Prayer turn'd into Sin, 
What then, can be for a Bleſſing and Mercy? © 

There is no Spiritual Satisfaction, that can more 
Affect a pious Chriſtian, on this fide Heaven, (or per- 
haps more delight the Bleſſed there,) than to ſee and 
pyn with a Congregation of the Faithful, humbly, 
devoutly, and earneſtly, Offering up their Prayers 
and Praiſes, in the Name, and for the Sake, of the 
prer blefſed Jeſus. And there is nothing more Of- 

W | 70" "i 


FR 
gore to any Holy Mind, and turns more to Po. 
75 to 1 * Errors, than to ſee the Service 
prophan'd by 19 7 en, regardleſs of 
Their. own Spiritual Welfare z but not without doing 
Miike to that of their Bretheren. And laſtly, 
there. is nothing ſo Ominous to our reformed Re- 
Tigion, and ſo dangerous towards removing the Gof- 
pel from us, as when you ſhall 'ſee this Indeyg. 
tian. to raiſe, up its Head, and to prevail in our 
Churches. Wherever therefore ye do ſee it, a me 
always ny your Charity, fs pray for them, 
om yes ſhall behold, not praying for 
emſelves; 1 Ar eat that they way not involve out 
reh, in their Ruine. 1 
se Ree to-cdify, and be the better for the 
Ferm ye ſhall hear, beg the Grace of God, moſt 
carne iy, before, and. ter it. If ye wou'd Ex: 
your ko 7 2 you have lanckify d the 
1 day aright in, Ladd end the Mount, 
Y TEC e Nn ruth, Faith and Pevotion, 
in your it Minds, at "the publick Prayers of 
Rp Yee s lay the Foundation of all 
you 1 1 5 ing u pan you, in the en- 
ek, in. he in ner or your Prayers on 
the da; And in . Steel Acknow- 
Den in pralle. and hah ivings, for his 
Mercies an F in the Week paſt: Ever 
remembting. udicious N of : 4. very 
excellent” Try | May, that if he had f ent the 
Lords-day well, (in all the pu ublick and private 
Duties ab God always bless d and Poe 
higt, accordingly, in the Week fleet, A 
yo Jefire. God's particular Mere and N 
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to be over you in your own private Families, and bs 
Bleſſing upon your guſt Dealings in your lawful Pro- 
feſſions z, never omit the conſtant Duty, of Family- 
Prayer, to bring down his Bleſſing upon 9 If you 
wou'd humble your ſelves for any great Sin, or 
of God any particular Grace, neceſſary to 


boy 


ſtrengthen 
and ſupport you, againſt the Temptations of the 


World, the Fleſh and the Devil; ſhut thy Door, 
and betake thy ſelf to the Prayers of the Cloſet. 


He that "476 and bearzth in ſecret, ial WO 


thee 
„ not thy" fembling apo os ſelves. Frome 

7 — in the publick Service of ch, 4s cb 
1. fl nanner of ſame. 35, is the Admonition of the Apo- 1 
alt dle to the Heb. X. 25. i. e. Forſake not the Church 
ef Chriſt ; leave not this Church, Which is Eſta- = 
he buſh'd. have amonꝑſt us, for any: other Communon | 
A E vhatſoever. For, that this is the pureſt, and-moſt ' 
Int 

N Apoſtolical Part of the whole Catholick-Church, 
or day be evinc d, not only from its true Goſpel: Tha 
| ty, purity of Doctrine and Worſhip ; but even 
tom the Confeſſion of our greateſt Advexſaries; 
who all agree, that the Church of England is, 9 17 
teſt, and the pureſt, next to their own. From 
which. Confeſhon, that which they all allow of 
»the beſt next to theirs, hath. the general Appro- 
lion. ef all Churches, (before all others whatſo+; 
ger,) except of that particular one, which ale 
lhe Pre-eminence to it ſelf. 322 
her As I-have Already ſaid, we of this Church. y 
LW | r denounce the Sentence of Damnation, upon 

u Ey forts of Nen, at Seds of Chriſtians whatſa⸗ 
rer. OT this is che Charity of che con. 

whic 
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which hopeth all 
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Hope. Nevertheleſs, we lawfully may, and evi- 
 dently do Cordemn them who' diſſent from us, of 
many groſs and dangerous Errors. If we are in the 


Right, in thoſe things wherein we do differ from 


them, tis not only a falſe re but againſt 


Truth, to ſooth and ſpeak well of 
A too great Tenderneſs to any Hereſy, may prove x 
Snareto'the Faithful; We are not therefore backward 
either to Charge the Romaniſt with Idolatry, or 
the Separatiſt with Schiſm. And we know that 
no Errors, if wilful, heady, and preſumptuous' will 
be excus d; and that Schiſm, (that is a cauſeleſs ſe- 
paration from the Church of Chriſt, hath the Nature 
ofa very crying Sin. As to Charity to Men's Per: 
ſons, their Wants and Afflictions, (even of out 
33 Enemies, ) J underſtand that very well, to 

a Goſpel- Duty: But I know of none due to their 
Errors, Aberwite then a genetal* Compaſſion for 
Human Infirmities, from the inward Senſe we have 


their Exrors. 


A out own. But Firmneſs in Religion, is a Duty 


we owe to God, to Truth, and to our own Souls; 


” which to relax or depart from, is either Weakneſs 
or Prevarication, never Charity,” 


P 4 


I have not Time, or elſe I Would ſpeak largely, 


ofa pretty conſtant, and very laborious Exerciſe, 


which I have generally gone througli, in expounding 
the Church- Catechiſm, both publickly and private. 
ly, in the Time of Lent, as far as my Health and 
Strength would permit. They that have reeeiwd 


any Benefit from my Pains and Iuſtruction, will 


not need my repeating now what they then heard, 


and do ſtill, 1 hope remember, to their Soul 
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Cood. They that have negle&ed thoſe Opportunities 
may perhaps be better advis' d, to lay hold of others, 
Gniler the Miniſtry of my worthy Succeflor, who is 
ſent to you by our Excellent Biſhop, (from his own 
Experience of him,) endued with all holy Inclina- 
tions, and with better Abilities both of Body and 


\ as a N 


| Mind, to be yout Faithful Paſtor; and to lead you 
into the true way of Salvation. e 
As for My-ſelf, My Beloved, you have had the 
Flower of my Bodily Strength, in my Miniſtry 
1 aiongſt you for Twenty Three. Years. But my 


Mind! hope is improv'd, my Paſſions abated ; and 


© iy Spiritual Knowledge encreaſed, for God's Service 
in another Church, from the Experience I have had 
in the Performance of my Duty in this. (Ep 
oi As for any Good, that I may be thought, or 
it flatter'd to have done amongſt you; I wiſh that 
x it had been much (very much) more. I ſhall Pray 
ie for its Encreaſe, * 4 
. But I Fear, and know, that I have much greater 
5: Reaſon to humble my ſelf before Almighty God, 
for my Neglect, and ſundry Omiſſions of 


my Duty. If even the Bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul 

had reaſon to Fear, left, whileſt he Preach'd: to 

others, He himſelf ſhould become a Caſt-away, - 

nel what can be my Hopes, but in the Mercies of God. 

7 org 3 Jeſus Chriſt, for the forgiveneſs of my 

nd Sins Fe — Sc | 1 tera 

u Whatever of Good therefore hath been done, or 

ul intefided by me, let God have the Glory, and me( His 

00 Sinful Servant, ) his Pardon, and Forgiveneſs! But in 4 

ul moſt of this, I cannot in Gratitude, omit my Ac- 

60, ktowledgments to you, My Pariſhioners, for all 
| D your 
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. Thomas Sifſon. 
lately deceaſed, whoſe Knowledge and Experience 


C18.) 
your readineſs to concur with me, and to encou. 
rage me in mauy good Works. In your giving 
freely to the Honour and Glory of God, for the Re- 
pairing and Adorning this Church, in the Decency 


dis now in: In your Contributions to Charity- 


Schools, and to the Propagation of the Goſpel in 
Foreign - Parts: In your Liberality to Poor Houſe- 


Keepers; and towards providing à Fit, and ſecure 


Burial-Place for the Dead. In your bearing with 
my Infirmities; and giving Me. your Encourage» 


ment and Aſſiſtance, whenever I defir'd them, to- 


wards any thing that tended to the Glory of God, 


or the Good of Men. FS 
From hence it is, that ſome neceſſary Reprooſs, 


I have been forced to give, (not fo well ſavour'd 
at ſome times) have thro' your Eſteem of me, no 
ways tended to my Diſquiet. From hence it is, 
that I have enjoyed a perpetual uninterrupted Peace 
and Good Will, amongſt you. Peace, a Goſpels 


Duty, of the greateſt moment betwixt a Miniſter 
aud h 


nd his Pariſhioners! without which all his Prea- 
ching or good Living, will have but very little Effect. 
And 1 mention this, not without an eſpe- 
cial Regard to the Memory of a 
very excellent good Pariſhioner, 


of many Years. in the Buſineſs of this Pariſh, 


and his great Integrity, deſervedly gave him that 
Authority, which he always had amongſt us whilſt 


hving ; and now that Reſpe& which is due to his 
Men ry. at; a. BING os jg 
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Io conclude in a Word. As I have ſpoken of 
the Truth of my Doctrine, ſo let me with your  —; 
leave, of the Juſtice of my Dealings amongſt you, | 
inthe Words of Samuel. Bebold here I am, wit- > 
neſs againſt me before the Lord, ----1whoſe Ox have | 
I taken ? or whoſe Aſs have I taken 2 or whom have + 
I defrauded £ whom have I oppreſs'd? or of whoſe 
hand have I receiv'd any Bribe ? | | 
[ have no more to ſpeak, but in the Words of 
wy Text, and of the Holy Apoſtle St. Paul, 
with which I will end. 77 
hoſo is wiſe, will ponder theſe Things which 
have ſaid, and they ſhall underſtand tha loving 9 
Kindneſs of the Lord, | 2 
Be ye therefore ſtædfaſt, my Beloved Bretbren, 
amd unmoveable always abounding in the Work 
of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know, that your La- 
hour is not in vain, in the Lord. | | 
And ſo, I commend you all unto God, and unta 
tbe Worg, of his Grace; which is able to build © 
pu up, and to give you an Inheritance am ng 


d. W's them, which are ſanctiſſed. 
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